
NYC Pedestrian Accidents Caused by Drivers Who Run a Red Light 
Understanding how fault is proven after a red-light crash 
You step into a crosswalk in New York City with the signal in your favor because that’s what any 

reasonable person expects you to do. Then a driver races through the intersection, blows the 

red light, and hits you before you have any chance to get out of the way. Suddenly, you’re 

seriously hurt and dealing with pain, confusion, extensive medical care, and often a wide range 

of unexpected legal issues. 

At Giampa Law, we know these cases often sound obvious at first, but they don’t always stay 

that way. Drivers deny they ran a red light. Insurance companies take the driver’s side. Evidence 

gets harder to find. That’s why proving exactly what happened matters so much. A strong claim 

is not just about knowing the driver was wrong. It’s about proving it and using that evidence the 

right way from the start. If you were hit in this kind of crash, speaking with a New York City 

pedestrian accident lawyer early can make a big difference in what happens next.  

Why red-light pedestrian accidents are so dangerous in New York City 

New York City intersections are full of moving parts. Drivers are watching signal changes, 

cyclists are moving through traffic, buses are pulling in and out, and pedestrians are often 

crossing from multiple directions at once. When one driver decides not to stop for a red light, 

that entire system breaks down immediately. 

These crashes are also more common than many people realize. New York City continues to 

treat intersections as a core pedestrian safety problem through Vision Zero and its mapping of 

priority intersections, which are locations tied to high numbers of pedestrians killed or severely 

injured. That does not mean every dangerous intersection involves a red-light violation, but it 

does show how often serious pedestrian harm is concentrated where traffic signals, turning 

vehicles, and foot traffic all meet.  

A red-light pedestrian crash is especially dangerous because the pedestrian usually does not 

expect a vehicle to be coming. If you have the walk signal, you naturally focus on crossing, not 

on a driver who is about to ignore the law and enter the intersection. That split second matters. 

It’s not a confusing accident. It’s a preventable crash caused by a driver choosing to ignore a 

clear traffic control signal. 

What New York law says about drivers and red lights 

New York law is clear and direct about this issue. Under New York Vehicle and Traffic Law 

Section 1111, a driver facing a steady red light must stop before entering the intersection and 

remain stopped unless a lawful movement is permitted. New York also has pedestrian safety 
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laws summarized by the New York State Department of Transportation, including rules that 

protect pedestrians using crosswalks and crossing with the signal.  

That matters for a legal claim because it creates a clear duty. A duty is a legal responsibility. 

Here, the duty is to stop at a red light and stay out of the intersection. If a driver ignores that 

duty and hits a pedestrian, that violation becomes a major piece of the fault analysis. 

This is also where many cases become stronger than drivers expect. A driver may try to make 

the crash sound like a judgment call. They may say the light was changing, that the pedestrian 

appeared suddenly, or that they were already committed to the turn. But traffic signals are not 

suggestions. They set the legal right of way. If the evidence shows the driver entered on red 

while the pedestrian had the crossing signal, that can form the backbone of the case. 

How do you prove a driver ran a red light? 

Most red-light pedestrian cases are proven through a combination of evidence, not just one 

dramatic piece of proof. Sometimes, there’s a video that captures everything. Often, there’s 

not. More commonly, a strong case is built by piecing together the crash from several reliable 

sources that all point in the same direction. 

The most important evidence often includes: 

• The police report and any traffic summons issued at the scene. 

• Surveillance video from nearby stores, apartment buildings, buses, or city cameras. 

• Statements from independent witnesses who saw the signal and the impact. 

• Photos of the crosswalk, vehicle position, debris, and any skid marks. 

• Vehicle data showing speed, braking, or steering before impact. 

• The driver’s own statements to police, insurers, or witnesses. 

• Medical records that match the timing and mechanics of the collision. 

When these pieces line up, they often tell a very clear story. For example, if a pedestrian is 

struck deep inside the crosswalk, the vehicle comes to rest well past the stop line, and a nearby 

witness says the pedestrian had the walk signal, that is powerful evidence even before you add 

video or a traffic citation. 

This is also why speed matters after the crash. Nearby businesses may overwrite footage in 

days. Witnesses become harder to find. Drivers start polishing their version of events as soon as 

they talk to their insurance company. The sooner a lawyer begins investigating, the better the 

chances of preserving the evidence that makes the case difficult to dispute. 

Why drivers lie about running a red light 
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Drivers often lie about running a red light for the same reason they deny other serious traffic 

violations. They know that if they admit what happened, fault may become much harder to 

avoid. Once a driver admits they entered an intersection against a red light, the rest of the 

claim often becomes a question of damages, which means the harm the crash caused and how 

much compensation is owed. 

That is why the usual excuses tend to sound familiar. The light was yellow. The pedestrian came 

out of nowhere. I thought I had time. I was turning carefully. I never saw the person until the 

last second. These statements often show up even when the physical evidence tells a different 

story. 

A driver usually has the weakest defense when: 

• The pedestrian was already well into the crosswalk. 

• Independent witnesses confirm the walk signal was active. 

• Video shows the vehicle entering after cross traffic stopped. 

• The point of impact makes sense only if the pedestrian was lawfully crossing. 

• The driver gave inconsistent statements at different times. 

• There was little or no braking before impact. 

For example, if a driver says they had a green light but video shows other pedestrians crossing 

in the same direction and cross traffic stopped, that explanation may fall apart quickly. The 

same is true when a driver claims the pedestrian darted out, but the impact occurs near the far 

half of the crosswalk, where the pedestrian would only be if they had already been crossing 

lawfully for several seconds. 

What should you do after a red-light pedestrian accident in NYC? 

The first few hours after a pedestrian crash can shape the entire case. Your health comes first, 

but the steps taken right away can also protect evidence that may be hard to recover later. 

Giampa Law already has a practical guide on what to do after a pedestrian accident in New York 

City, and many of those same steps are especially important in red-light cases.  

If you are physically able, do the following after your red-light pedestrian accident: 

• Call 911 and make sure police respond to the scene. 

• Get medical care immediately, even if the injuries do not seem severe yet. 

• Take photos of the intersection, traffic signals, crosswalk, vehicle, and your injuries. 

• Get names and contact information for witnesses before they leave. 
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• Do not argue with the driver about who had the light. 

• Do not give a recorded statement to the driver’s insurance company. 

• Contact a New York City pedestrian accident lawyer as soon as possible. 

Medical treatment is especially important. Along with your health, your medical records after 

your accident create a clear link between your injury and the accident. 

Also, don’t assume that your police report will contain all the important information. An official 

accident report helps, but a driver can still deny fault later. That’s why many of the strongest 

cases are built with the report plus independent evidence gathered by your lawyer. 

Can injured pedestrians get access to red-light traffic camera footage in NYC? 

The short answer is yes, injured pedestrians can often obtain red-light camera or traffic camera 

footage in New York City. But access is not automatic, and timing matters more than most 

people realize. In many cases, that footage is controlled by a government agency, which means 

you have to go through a formal legal process to get it. 

In New York, access to government-held records is governed by the state’s Freedom of 

Information Law (FOIL). This law gives the public the right to request records from city and state 

agencies, including traffic camera footage, as long as those records exist and are not exempt 

from disclosure. The law itself is found in Article 6 of the Public Officers Law, which allows 

individuals to request records maintained by government agencies.  

In practice, that means a pedestrian injured in a red-light crash can request footage from 

agencies like the New York City Department of Transportation or the New York City Police 

Department by filing a request through the city’s NYC OpenRecords portal. That system is 

designed to handle FOIL requests for all city agencies in one place.  

What is the process for obtaining red-light traffic camera footage in NYC? 

There are often a few key steps involved in getting video footage from a traffic camera in New 

York City: 

• Identify the correct agency that operates the camera at the intersection. 

• Submit a written New York FOIL request with the date, time, and exact location of the 

crash. 

• Be specific about what you are requesting, such as video, images, or related records. 

• Follow up if necessary and track the request through the OpenRecords system. 
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Under FOIL, agencies are required to respond within five business days by either providing the 

records, denying the request, or acknowledging receipt and giving an estimated timeline. That 

does not mean you will receive the footage immediately. Agencies can take additional time to 

locate, review, and redact records before releasing them. 

There is another practical issue that often matters more than the legal deadlines. Many traffic 

cameras do not store footage for long periods. Some systems overwrite data within days or 

weeks. Others only capture still images when a violation is detected. That means even though 

the law allows you to request the footage, the footage itself may no longer exist if too much 

time has passed. That’s why making a prompt request to preserve traffic camera footage 

matters so much. 

What if the driver says you crossed against the light? 

This is one of the most common defense arguments in a pedestrian case. The insurance 

company may claim you entered too early, crossed outside the signal, or were distracted. 

Sometimes they raise that argument even when the facts are weak because they know doubt 

can reduce settlement value. 

That is where timing and location become critical. If you were struck in the middle or far end of 

the crosswalk, that often supports your account more than the driver’s. If multiple pedestrians 

were crossing at the same time, that can also support the idea that the crossing signal was in 

your favor. If surveillance footage shows the vehicle entering late, the defense may collapse 

entirely. 

Even when a case is disputed, that does not mean the driver wins the argument. It means the 

evidence has to be gathered and presented carefully. We often look at not just the impact 

itself, but the few seconds before it. Did the driver slow down at all? Was the vehicle turning 

through a crowded crosswalk? Did cross traffic begin moving? Did the pedestrian have enough 

time to reach the point of impact if they started on a walk signal? These details can turn a 

driver’s denial into an obvious credibility problem. 

How a New York City pedestrian accident lawyer can strengthen your claim 

A serious pedestrian case is not just about showing a driver made a bad choice. It is about 

proving exactly how that choice caused your injuries and then forcing the insurance company to 

address the full consequences of what happened. 

A New York City pedestrian accident lawyer can help by: 

• Securing video before it is erased. 

• Interviewing witnesses while memories are still fresh. 



• Reviewing the police file and any traffic violations issued. 

• Investigating the intersection layout, signal timing, and traffic pattern. 

• Working with medical evidence to show how badly you were hurt. 

• Pushing back when the insurance company tries to shift blame. 

• Calculating the full cost of lost income, medical bills, and pain and suffering. 

Pain and suffering means the human toll of the crash. It includes physical pain, limits on 

movement, sleep disruption, emotional distress, and the ways your injuries affect daily life. 

Insurance companies often try to shrink that harm into something temporary and manageable. 

A strong legal claim forces the case back onto the facts. 

At Giampa Law, we know how to investigate pedestrian crashes in New York City and how to 

confront the defenses drivers and insurers use when the evidence points to a red-light 

violation. If you were hit by a driver who failed to stop, don’t let the other side turn a clear act 

of negligence into a blurry argument about timing.  

If a driver ran a red light and hit you in a New York City crosswalk, contact us as soon as possible 

for a free consultation with a New York City pedestrian accident lawyer who knows how to win. 

The sooner we can start preserving evidence and building your case, the better your ability to 

hold the at-fault driver accountable and protect the value of your claim.  
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